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If you've never shot a bow, then you may be missing out on a rather gratifying experience.  People get into archery for
several different reasons.  Whether it be hunting, competition, or merely fun, archery can be a wonderful sport or hobby. 
Archery equipment, which is now available to pretty much anyone, anywhere, via the Internet, requires a little
understanding before you decide to take that first step and purchase.  Aside from your choice of bows, there are several
things to ponder concerning arrow preference, arm guards and finger protection.  

When finding the right kind of arrow, one may first want to consider what it's for.  While most prefer an aluminum shaft for
hunting, many enjoy wooden arrows for common target practice.  There are an abundance of nocks, fletchings, and
points to choose from.  All of these can be personally selected by the buyer to create his or her own distinct arrows. 
However, it can be pricey to have arrows made specifically for you, but there are alternative options.  

The great thing about archery equipment is the selection.  We are able to order the parts and construct our own arrows.  It
is cheaper to purchase the shafts, nocks, points, and fletchings separately if you are looking to create your own design. 
There are a number of Internet sites that provide us with these supplies.  

As an avid archer myself, I prefer to use wooden arrows with my long bow.  Although I only shoot for pleasure, I enjoy
constructing my own arrows.  This way I can pick my favorite fletchings, field points and nocks, and even crest (paint) the
wooden shafts for aesthetic purposes.  There is a great satisfaction that comes from designing your own.  

Arm guards are essential when shooting your bow.  These save the archer from a bruised forearm.  Other archery
equipment such as gloves or finger tabs, protect the drawing hand and allow a smooth release.  Which you choose is
totally based on personal preference.  A final piece of equipment is the quiver.  You can find these that hang on your back,
if you're interested in a more traditional approach, or belt quivers, which offer a modern flare to your sport.  

A final consideration,and probably the most important when approaching archery, is the bow itself.  While compound
bows seem to be all the rage these days when it comes to hunting, many of us are still interested in a more traditional
style such as the long bow or recurve.  It is good to do your homework on each of these before making a purchase.  Each
style of bow offers a slightly different take on the sport of archery.  Which ever you choose, do plenty of shopping around
first.  The Internet is your friend.
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